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Highness to extend compulsory education by taking up fresh groups of ten villages
at a time. Compulsory education in the Amreli Taluka has stood the test of
more than a dozen years, showing always that nearly cent, per cent, of the children
attend the school, and that people have never raised any complaint of a serious
nature against it. His Highness has recently sanctioned a scheme for applying
to two parts of his territories the law of compulsory education to those children
whose parents have a certain a.nr>ri?1 income.

This is a remarkable achievement, and yet it is only a little germ,
when we consider the illiterate millions in India. No one can foretell
to what stature the germ will grow in course of time. The experiment
is not without its lesson to us in South Africa. It is but right that we
should expect the different governments to provide suitable education for
Indian children. It is the duty of those Indians who are better situated
- and who see the advantages of education to see that, if the governments
in South Africa will not help them, they themselves make suitable provi-
sion for the education of Indian children.
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Our Indian exchanges bring news with reference to the meetings
held to commemorate the eighty-first birthday of Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji,
the Grand Old Man of India, on the 4th September last. Public meetings
were held all over India. The services rendered by Mr. Naoroji to India,
in our humble opinion, are far greater than the services rendered by Eng-
land's Grand Old Man2 to England. Mr. Naoroji3 s work has been pioneer
work, and when he commenced it, few indeed were his helpers. The self-
sacrificing devotion with which he has pushed forward the cause of India,
in season and out of season, has hardly any parallel in India; and it is
no wonder that he stands unequalled by any one in the estimation of
millions of his countrymen. The spectacle of an old man of over eighty
years wooing a British constituency, not for the sake of glory or honours,
but in order that he may serve India the more, is most pathetic and mag-
nificent. If the electors of North Lambeth send Mr. Naoroji to the new
Parliament, they will have done themselves a unique honour. We echo
the prayers that were offered by the millions in India for long life and
health to Mr. Naoroji.
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1  Vide Vol. IV, pp. 49-50.
2 William Ewart   Gladstone, (1809-98),   Prime   Minister,   1868-74,   1880-5,   1886    and
1892-4.    Vide Vol. IV, pp. 107-8.